




The Fear of the Lord

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7



Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 

better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 

doing evil. 2 Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a 

word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let 

your words be few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice 

with many words.



Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

4When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure 

in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you 

should vow and not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say 

before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at 

your voice and destroy the work of your hands? 7 For when dreams increase 

and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear.



Outline

1. Definition

2. Instruction

3. Cultivation



1. The Fear of the Lord: Definition

v. 7 (cf. Exodus 20:20; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14)



Exodus 20:20

Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, 

that the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” 



1. The Fear of the Lord: Definition

The fear of the Lord is loving reverence for God grounded in the sense 

of his transcendent goodness. 



Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will bring 

every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.



“Throughout Ecclesiastes, Qohelet takes the world in his hands, 

tosses it into a pan on medium-low heat, and lets it simmer. As 

the fire heats the pan, and the pan heats the world, and the 

world itself begins to melt, representatives from every realm 

of potential significance or satisfaction dissolve in the heat. 

Work, knowledge, pleasure, wealth, power—each reaches the 

boiling point, turns into vapor, and gets sucked into the exhaust 

fan. Through twelve tortuous chapters, Qohelet has subjected 

the world itself to a reductio ad absurdum. After all the hevel 

has steamed up before his eyes, what’s left in the pan is a 

single solid: ‘Fear God and keep his commandments.’”



2. The Fear of the Lord: Instruction

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7



2. The Fear of the Lord: Instruction

Approach God in worship with: 

a) Attentiveness (v. 1)



Ecclesiastes 5:1

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 

better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 

doing evil.



2. The Fear of the Lord: Instruction

Approach God in worship with: 

a) Attentiveness (v. 1)

b) Restraint (vv. 2-3)



Ecclesiastes 5:2-3

2Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 

before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your 

words be few. 3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with 

many words.



2. The Fear of the Lord: Instruction

Approach God in worship with: 

a) Attentiveness (v. 1)

b) Restraint (vv. 2-3)

c) Integrity (vv. 4-6)



Ecclesiastes 5:4-6

4When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure 

in fools. Pay what you vow. 5 It is better that you should not vow than that you 

should vow and not pay. 6 Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say 

before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at 

your voice and destroy the work of your hands?



It is one of the remarkable features of contemporary church 

life that so many are attempting to heal the church by tinkering 

with its structures, its services, its public face. . . . The 

fundamental problem in the evangelical world today is not 

inadequate technique, insufficient organization, or antiquated 

music, and those who want to squander the church’s resources 

bandaging these scratches will do nothing to stanch the flow of 

blood that is spilling from its true wounds. The fundamental 

problem in the evangelical world today is that God rests too 

inconsequentially upon the church. His truth is too distant, his 

grace is too ordinary, his judgment is too benign, his gospel is 

too easy, and his Christ is too common. 



3. The Fear of the Lord: Cultivation

Psalm 130:3-4; Psalm 86:11; Jeremiah 31-32



3. The Fear of the Lord: Cultivation

Two gospel graces:

a) The promise of forgiveness (Ps. 130:3-4)



Psalm 130:3-4

3If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? 4 But with you 

there is forgiveness, that you may be feared.



When a man really receives the pardon of 

all his sins, he is the man who fears the Lord. 

This is clearly the case, for pardon breeds 

love in the soul; and the more a man is 

forgiven, the more he loves. Where great sin 

has been blotted out, there comes to be 

great love. Well, is not love the very core of 

the true fear of God? (Spurgeon) 



3. The Fear of the Lord: Cultivation

Two gospel graces:

a) The promise of forgiveness (Ps. 130:3-4)

b) The renewal and integration of the heart (Ps. 86:11)



Psalm 86:11

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; unite my heart to 

fear your name.



3. The Fear of the Lord: Cultivation

Two gospel graces:

a) The promise of forgiveness (Ps. 130:3-4)

b) The renewal and integration of the heart (Ps. 86:11)

These promises are fulfilled in the new covenant  (Jer. 31:31-34; 32:36-41) 



3. The Fear of the Lord: Cultivation

These promises are fulfilled in the new covenant 

(see Jeremiah 31:31-34; 32:36-41) 



Summary

The Fear of the Lord: 

1. Definition

2. Instruction

3. Cultivation



Proverbs 14:27

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, 

     that one may turn away from the snares of death. 
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