MATTHEW

Heirs of the Kingdom




Matthew 5:17-20

Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;
| have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. '8 For truly, |
say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not @
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. '? Therefore
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and

teaches



Matthew 5:17-20

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. 2° For | tell you, unless your
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will

never enter the kingdom of heaven.



Qutline

1. The Scriptures Jesus Affirms

2. The Fulfillment Jesus Brings

3. The Righteousness Jesus Requires — and Provides




1. The Scriptures Jesus Affirms

Matthew 5:17-19




1. The Scriptures Jesus Affirms

Jesus affirmed the authority of the Old Testament Scriptures

* Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. '8 For truly, | say to you, until

heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law

until all is accomplished. (Matt. 5:17-18)




1. The Scriptures Jesus Affirms

Application

* Jesus’s affirmation of the Old Testament means we cannot dispense

with it and should not neglect it (see v. 19).




1. The Scriptures Jesus Affirms

Application

* Jesus’s affirmation of the Old Testament means we cannot dispense

with it and should not neglect it (see v. 19).

* Include the Old Testament in your personal devotional life in 2026.



2. The Fulfillment Jesus Brings

Matthew 5:17-18




Sinclair Ferguson on four ways Jesus fulfilled

the law:

1) His doctrine (teaching)

2) His deeds (life and ministry)
3) His death (on the cross)

4) His disciples (new life through the Spirit)




2. The Fulfillment Jesus Brings

Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament in such a way that our relationship to

it is now mediated through him.

* Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. '8 For truly, | say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law

until all is accomplished. (Matt. 5:17-18)




Romans 8:1-4

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin
and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not
do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, #in order that the righteous requirement of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the

Spirit.



2. The Fulfillment Jesus Brings

Application

* Since Jesus both fulfilled the law for us (in his life and death) and
fulfills the law in us (by the Spirit), we must learn to live in the

Spirit’s power.



The obedience of Jesus‘s followers is a
grateful obedience to an already fulfilled law,
so grateful that they would now like that
fulfillment to have some fruit in them ...
because of Jesus's successfully fulfilled work,
the law is no longer over disciples like a
threatening hammer; it is now under them like

an honoring red carpet.

—Frederick Dale Bruner



3. The Righteousness Jesus Requires—and Provides

Matthew 5:20




Matthew 5:20

For | tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of

heaven.



3. The Righteousness Jesus Requires—and Provides

Life in Jesus’s kingdom is neither legalism nor lawlessness, but deep,

Spirit-empowered righteousness

* For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and

Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:20)




3. The Righteousness Jesus Requires—and Provides

Application

* There are two errors to avoid — legalism and license. Instead, we
are called to a kind of righteousness made possible through the

gift of the Spirit.
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2. The Fulfillment Jesus Brings

3. The Righteousness Jesus Requires — and Provides
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