


Matthew 7:1-12

Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 

3Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the 

log that is in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 

the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly 

to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 



Matthew 7:1-12

6 “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, 

lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. 7 “Ask, and it will be 

given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For 

everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, 

will give him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 



Matthew 7:1-12

11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to 

those who ask him! 12 “So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 

do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 



Structure of the Sermon on the Mount

Ethics (Torah)

5:21-48

Almsgiving

6:1-4

Prayer

6:5-13

Beatitudes

5:1-16

Law & Prophets

5:17-20

Fasting

6:16-18

Wealth 

6:19-34

Relationships 

7:1-12

Judgment

7:13-27



Outline

1. Self: A call to repentant self-awareness (1-5)

2. Others: A call to discerning love (6, 12)

3. God: A call to persistent prayer (7-11)



1. Self: Jesus Calls Us to Repentant Self-Awareness

Matthew 7:1-5



Matthew 7:1-5

Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with the judgment you pronounce you 

will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. 



1. Self: Jesus Calls Us to Repentant Self-Awareness

The meaning of “judge not” 

▪Not forbidding all forms of judgment (legal, moral, disciplinary, 

etc.) 



1. Self: Jesus Calls Us to Repentant Self-Awareness

The meaning of “judge not” 

▪Not forbidding all forms of judgment (legal, moral, disciplinary, 

etc.) 

▪ But forbidding harsh and hypocritical judgment (a “critical spirit”)



What our Lord means to condemn is a censorious and 

fault-finding spirit. A readiness to blame others for 

trifling offences or matters of indifference, a habit of 

passing rash and hasty judgments, a disposition to 

magnify the errors and infirmities of our neighbors, 

and make the worst of them,—this is what our Lord 

forbids. It was common among the Pharisees: it has 

always been common from their day down to the 

present time. We must watch against it.” 



Matthew 7:3-5

3Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the 

log that is in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take 

the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your own eye? 5 You 

hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly 

to take the speck out of your brother’s eye. 



Galatians 6:1

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest 

you too be tempted. 



1. Self: Jesus Calls Us to Repentant Self-Awareness

Matthew 7:1-5



2. Others: Jesus Calls Us to Discerning Love

Matthew 7:6, 12



2. Others: Jesus Calls Us to Discerning Love

Jesus’s relational wisdom calls for: 

▪ Discernment in our relationships – v. 6 



Proverbs 26:4-5

Answer not a fool according to his folly, 

 lest you be like him yourself. 

Answer a fool according to his folly,

 lest he be wise in his own eyes. 





2. Others: Jesus Calls Us to Discerning Love

Jesus’s relational wisdom calls for: 

▪ Discernment in our relationships – v. 6 



2. Others: Jesus Calls Us to Discerning Love

Jesus’s relational wisdom calls for: 

▪ Discernment in our interactions – v. 6

▪ Love as our motivation – v. 12 



Philippians 1:9-11

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve what is 

excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled 

with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the 

glory and praise of God. 



2. Others: Jesus Calls Us to Discerning Love

Matthew 7:6, 12



3. God: Jesus Calls Us to Persistent Prayer

Matthew 7:7-11



Matthew 7:7-8

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one 

who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 



Luke 11:5-8

And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at 

midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine 

has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will 

answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children 

are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though 

he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because 

of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 



3. God: Jesus Calls Us to Persistent Prayer

Matthew 7:7-11



Matthew 7:9-11

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 

10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 



3. God: Jesus Calls Us to Persistent Prayer

Matthew 7:7-11



Luke 11:13

If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him!



Summary

1. Self: A call to repentant self-awareness (1-5)

2. Others: A call to discerning love (6, 12)

3. God: A call to persistent prayer (7-11)
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