


Matthew 5:13-16

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 

shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything 

except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden. heaven. 



Matthew 5:13-16

15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 

a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, 

let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 



Outline

1. Salt: The Distinctiveness of Kingdom Citizens

2. Light: The Identity of Kingdom Citizens 

3. City: The Community of Kingdom Citizens 
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1. Salt: The Distinctiveness of Christian Citizens

Application  

o Salt preserves from moral decay: are we living distinct kingdom-oriented 

lives? 

o Salt only works when it is “rubbed in”: are we sufficiently engaged in the 

world to do good? 

o Salt must stay salty: have we lost our effectiveness by compromise? 



2. Light: The Identity of Kingdom Citizens

Matthew 5:14-16



Ephesians 5:7-10

Therefore do not become partners with them; 8 For at one time 

you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good 

and right and true), 10 and try to discern what is pleasing to the 

Lord. 
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2. Light: The Identity of Kingdom Citizens

Application 

o Am I a child of light or am I still in darkness?

o Is my life marked by what Paul calls “the fruit of light” — goodness, 

righteousness, and truth? 

o Am I “shining” through gospel words and good deeds? 
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3. City: The Community of Kingdom Citizens
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o Am I a citizen in the “new city”? 



3. City: The Community of Kingdom Citizens

Application 

o Am I a citizen in the “new city”? 

o Are we building a gospel culture that counters the false stories of the world 

with the true story of Jesus? 



The “false stories” we must counter with the story of Jesus:

• Individualism – the story that “I” am the center of the universe 

• Consumerism – the story that I am my own 

• Nationalism – the story that my nation is God’s nation

• Moral relativism – the story that we can’t know what is 

universally good 

• Scientific naturalism – the story that all that matters is matter 

• New Age – the story that we are gods 

• Postmodern tribalism – the story that all that matters is what my 

small group thinks 

• Salvation by therapy – the story that I can come to full human 

potential through inner exploration 



3. City: The Community of Kingdom Citizens

Application 

o Am I a citizen in the “new city”? 

o Are we building a gospel culture that counters the false stories of the world 

with the true story of Jesus? 

o Are we motivated by God’s glory (not our own)? 



Conclusion 

Remember that Jesus is the Light of the World. Our light is merely a 

reflection of his. 

“I am the light of  the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 

but will have the light of  life.”  (John 8:12) 
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